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two tiroes that PONGER risited in Aussee, he did not sleep, either in.Alt 
Aussee or Bod Auasee but in Grundlsoe, which he explained . to roe by saying 
that he was making a photo study of a wood carver who worked there. It 
migft be eventually interesting in this connection that ‘since approximately 
last summer a man has been working in the gypsum works in Grundlsee who is 
known as a leading functionary of the KPOe, although- not publicly so known, 
and who is raporifcd to have had his training in Russia, This man f s nas* 
is TjNECK {phonetic) and he lives in that part of Alt Aussee known as Wim, 
However, PONGER never asked roe about this roan* and I was interested in him 
only because I have the opinion that the Russians are preparing the Totes 
Gebirge as a stronghold for partisan warfare, I have a number of indica- 
tiona of this,. It seems peculiar to me that the LINECK; mentioned above, 
who allegedly had a prosperous vegetable business, should suddenly take. ^a. 
job in ‘ a . gypsum work 3 in Grundlsee as a common laborer. 



"Otherwise, PONGER did not indicate any interest' to ms in persons in 
the Aussee arer. although ha frequently asked about Dr. MAE, I never spoke 
of MAE but alvays advised PCMGai. simply to visit him if he wished inform*- 
tion, Wieth'jr PONGER visited hin or not I do not know. 



"Concerning other persons, the only name which came up was that of the 
former Colonel of tho Secret Field Police, KRIECHBAUM. (sic), PONGER knew 
that I knew this roan and that I also .knew him' during my confinement, 

PONGER had also met KRIECHEAUH in Nurnberg.ahd remained from that tiros on 
in contact vith him. In the summer of 1951 when PONGER visited roe In 
Aussee he told roe that he had seen KRIECHBAUM and that KRIECHBAUM would 
be ' very happy to see me again. If I wished, PONGER said he could arrange 
a meeting, I should write KRIECHBAUM a letter since that vrculd be accord- 
ing to protocol, and say that I would be very happy to see him again and i 

PONGER would then arrange a meeting between us, KRIECHBAUM chose ac a 
date the l8th.of August, as well as I can reconstruct froM the letter of 
PCNGER* s that I have, but whether we actually met on that day I no longer 
exactly remember. It was certainly in the month of August. PONGER brought 
KRIECHBAUM from Reichenhall to Salzburg and there I also got into the car, 

A3 well as 7 can remember it was KRIECHBAWa car, and we then drove to 
Fuschl where we drank coffee in a restaurant by the lake. The conversation 
was confined to the exchange of reminiscences and only at the end of tho 
conversation did KRIECHBAUM tell roe that in intelligence circles my friend- 
ship with Erich KERN MAIft was disapproved of, I was able to explain to 
KRIECHBAUM that .KERNMAIR had indeed been a former colleague of mine when 
I was working for CIC in- Austria but that since that time we had separated, 
since KERHMATR was completely impossible in my opinion, KRIECHBAUM indi- 
cated that he was completely satisfied vith this explanation but did not 
indicate that he’ had any. definite plan connected with roe* PONGER, on the 
other hand, told roe on the return journey (he brought me as far as 
v St, Gilgen) that this conversation would have good results ' since . KRI7XHBAUM 
v as a leading man of the Schneider firm ( translator note ? . Amt Qehlen), 

(He had told me in a conrmnic a tion .dated 5 August that KRIECHBAUM would make 
eome definite proposition to roe at tho meeting on the 18th of August, but * 
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^* . ; he‘ never told. me either in writing or later b y words'vhat he meant* "I* 
could' oaLy- guess that it had something to do with cooperation in .the 
Schneider firm* This, activity as middle-man in 195?L and again a year 
later brought roa to the conjecture that PONQER might perhaps be a colleague 
of the Schneider' group in- Vienna with a mission from KJUQ^HBAIIM, who had " 
the reputation of being a first-rate specialist in Southeast matters* In 
any event p I never a'sked him about this and later observations brought me 
to a different conclusion* I guess that at that time and earlier FOMGER 
was doing some sort. of business with KRIECHBAUM concerning which I will 
vx£te more later* 






“In September 1952/ PONGSR visited mo again in Alt Aussee. He was 
there only about an hour (that is at ray house) on which occasion he asked* 
me whether I might care to make a visit to Germany with him and with his 
brothei^in-law’in October* . A proposition which he; had first suggested a 
year before this*' (We. had ^occasionally talked fix' such a way that I 
indicated that I* occasionally had business to* do in- Germany but that I 
had to; postpone the -trip because the German railroads . were so expensive* 
PONGER at that time had. suggested that I go' with him in his car* vhon.Jie 
want to Germany* l Whether he actually went to Germany in 1951 I cannot 
remember*) PONGER alsb suggested that it wiuld be. vei^r nice at this time 
to speak again - with KRIECHBAUM, since now the question of a German Intelli- 
gence Service was becoming acute and until the establishment of the German 
Intelligence Service I had held* my plans in abeyance* •/ I had actually on 
several previous occasions told PONGER this .after ; he- 'had several ti^es 
urged me to take up contact with KRIECHBAUM and to place my capabilities 
in the intelligence field- at the disposal of the Schneider firm* 0 a thia 
occasion it would be possible for us therefore to speak to KRIECHBAUM- and 
he would arrange the itinerary in such a way that it fitted most con- 
veniently ray interests* He suggested a meeting with- KRICHBAUM in KRIECH- 
BAUH r s residence in Reichenhall on the weekend of the Uth to 12th October 
but I refused this since I had something else to do that weekend. On the 
13th of October, I travelled to .Salzburg where Walter LA USER fetched me 
from the train* PONQER had introduced me to LAUHffi several days before in 
Ischl* At that time I had been in Ischl and PONGER had called my wife in 
Alt Aussee who told him that eventually he could find me in the railroad 
station restaurant* He came there and I went outside with him briefly where 
he introduced me to LAUHER in order that I would recognize him in the event 
that he could not personally pick me up in Salzburg* On the 13th. of October* 
LAUBER came with his Volkswagen and drove me to Reichenhall where PONGER had 
put up in the Hotel Deutches Haus or Deutcher Hof 0 PON HER had already 
spoken with KRIECHBAUH but KRIECHBAUH was no longer in Reichenhall* having 
arranged to meet us in Munich* We met KRIECHBAUM in the. restaurant near the*, 
bus stop by the Hotel Schottenharranel (afternoon of 13 October) 0 The conver- ■ 
sation was again purely theoretical as it had boon a year before and KRIECH- 
BAUM indicated thart the situation in the German Intelligence Service, was 
still completely unclear, saying that the Americans naturally would never 
let a- man like Dr* Schneider (translator note: Gehlen) bo dismissed and 

.that this man would play an important^ rolein the future, etc. Nothing 
concrete was discussed at this meeting. KRIECHBAUM gave the impression of 
being very sick and stated that for several months ho had been desperately 
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ill. Several days before my journey, I had learned -through a criminal' • 
police officer attache a to the State Police 1 in Salzburg by the name. of. 
ANGERER,.:*not directly hut through cut-outs, that, Curt FOKGER. was suspected 
in Vienna:, of working for .the- Soviet Intelligence ' Sendee* (itwas.' in - 

• anothe'r* connection that . the name. of PO?JGER had’ come up.) T had cohse-’ • /*• 

ouentlv passed; to AVGEBER. a written memorandum stating that I knew a .*/, 

certain Ctirt PONGER and telling what I know -about this man « • This journey : 

vith-PONGER seethed therefore much* more interesting, ;since I hoped to get 

the’ opportunity; to be able to make conclusions about PONGER. * I had the 
greatest/doubt that PCWGEK could.be a Soviet agent/.'since his entire, 
artivity -during the . past year, at least as far as Iv bould see, indicated 
otherwise.^ The ; man had been a Captain 'with DSS, was -then an official in 

• Nuraberg where in the last stages of -the trials, that par loi^-pirik. note of 
19ii54i6' batf ended among. Americans. He then got. -the ^concessions of American 

agencies in Austria and- he had’ "then arranged dbat my .book, ’ Die / Geheiroe 

Front , a work ..most offensive .tor Rus sia . ,an d /to ‘ :.Obnnnmisia vhichvhad; beenv*' 
forbidderi in the’ ‘Soviet Zone and wh \di s had beeh. ‘sub ject ‘of 'hostile attend 
tiont^* various; 7 Soviet comraands , .‘1 should appear in ..Switzerland* On this 
jemrney^ SPONGER. .behaved in' t completely imstispicious:faslddn, ’ he showed ’no v 
interest in what I.was doing,* and we practically never sawroach .other • 
except at certain; meals*-:. Itwas . admit tedQty.^ ; unusual have 

•..something to -'di scuss .with JGLCECRBAtM ‘ vidCh.^he^ -speak of in* 

'<m?. presence ji'-'and/he. arrar^ed with ' KRIECHBAtlM^ ..that^he :;cbtildltbls graph from 
' some ; poirr? along., the way . to ’ arrangers furtb 0 r me e ting ■ be we en ■ the ;,two. . * * 
‘Wiether; this meeting -occurred : -I do .not;imoy; ';‘tl;t«wlled'‘^^ ;FCKCIER and;;. 
-LAUHER on the *lf>th of October to Nurnberg, Iv±TO»<tt^ train on 

to- ijusselddrf /vdiere I had business and: there did not; meetiPONGER .iahd IAUBER 
again until the. 10th of October when I met them in 'Barm. /VJhen; they arrived 
I had completed all my business and consequently vent -.ahead- by train to 
Stuttgart, where on the 20th I met PONGEE and’ VKREER again* I arranged for 
them to visit.'the Porsche works, since they wished to make , a photographic 
study for the United States, and on the same -day we ’-went oh; to Munich,' where 
after spending the night- we proceeded to Anssee. PONGEE and LA USER intended 
to go only, as far as Salzbtirg but I persuaded then to bring me to Aussee and 
they spent -the night in Grundlseo. On the following morning, ‘they ‘wished to 
try to make some pictures of spawning fish (at that time the spawning period 
of a local fish was beginning)* Since that time I have seen neither PONGER 
ncr the others and have received no letters with the exception of the 
Christmas card mentioned above* 



"After becoming aware of the arrest of PONQSR and VERBER, I decided to 
inform the ..office of Dr. Schneider and hereby set down as an aide memoir 
infon^ation which substantiates my oral report. This material is to be used 
only with my explicit permission— that is, without my specific permission 
it cannot be forwarded to any office. ( Translator n ote : When questioned 
on this statement, HGETTL admitted that he specifically meant it could not 
be forwarded to an American office. He stated, tovever, that his main 
reason for this was to ensure security, since he was not aware of the extent 
to-Jfhich disseminations were made inside Gehlen ( s organization and he actually 
hoped to restrict dissemination to General Gehlen himself and thereby to the 
really responsible American officer.) 
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•vcrt't-; rig; Tui dr :. r- tei^r'. -:.ir ... :.:.! nr ! : c-:.!* v 

"ic.^XL ” 'rcoOT 5 W3Sliio“ * . fixr. - **' '•- , fur 1 rxr v Tm°'''h n r, thf: nanos 
-of ' f <.» r^yr rig k ffLbl TS nee rever oncerrrc -v‘ *r & v W‘*.lcr. o'* trc*^ 

•-• ajjsggy -regutiongd - arr "tjn> .czdstt w..2r.:..2 ■ wish Xu tlscn^r. The fir^X 

jbi 'XWRe sane ..is sa±:: to sx^Ioy the covp: na>e vr. SCsiASFSi;*. I 

'trerrt'M*rvfrd*XrLisa3EG3S ~zd >r2n*£E£, ^as .2 belter^ TJurir.- tr£- conversation dete- 
Tcrl-b^c. ,-ahove • ne^fssn TOHGSu, lu?I?T.r2SAT*V .'or. the l?th of Oe^ifrT 

_in T te:':ci- (bar*? tee coirrerEaXirr*. •■around V i^?.A*^K/?-f J A^PBk 2 bo 
• longer ^ymcnb ssi, ) T •« an -astamaec: vne: su':nmly wjtorfw; utters the mnc 
^CZj.TlE:. -kcot. 21 : .msr* fror ^ 'Tcucarrb - osts, Ar far -as 1 can r cumber bt 
Tbir. oxesrricr. .2JC ~was -v e r y ;:?0£ARKK bcbfntfJte 

i/e ^coixtiaa sc vaurk ^gzirsX .me xnux -bai reaq^.a- b^ tfrftfe . , 4 

'CTT-jin Claris. ^nte .:SrtE£ixeiu, Curiously '-ernraph, ariXh* rcturr gurney 
tfethr? -harukdi i»e usert mn'±ds tot 3X"#m OeCrc*rr. Ac^Jr**^. eoT^tv 2 
:£:ad ^irssajh* r^.Tshsc toy reasinesi: arf£h cust-rus tfhile K »;! ■"Jl. arv; LVdBki v?rc 
«tIH h. couvex^aliar: aum rearing ‘hook*; -or -vtiich i^c • hnc to nay 

:anJ run yriri) . JOEKSsl d±r. xoX : 'Xo wy the K>‘ : **T? *cfcfte Out 

\ ;irqerr rii>e -misters jsihed sndTsfe^G^e Xfc^t iXnsss rot -’part-lOn) ar\v 

, -arfegs ssOTeboqy ISij? "was XhTc-'Q^h t.he bust-Onrs ^b 

. Xfel/ ^ny XTixri ;ggap xccDS ^ree* xtet -ttm xan frac l^cvr. aoclr^ltoS 

y r &*%3&&£ I2v iin isansEr -Xo’ -Xhe ^sorter 'Whether 'Or - l^ffhK- 

\.-:'’b^ r3pdktt =tHfc 2^Sgf q?K K imrfxrg the ^csstores irrs^eoXSoTi is N>t src^rr, ^$6 *rfc 
I wart jtl, mice xr±nsr5use i2fI2^HEK -ttj'ulo r»ot hWY boen firisheti 'To 
-quicifb^ J -5 £Lbd *rio not roox; 'Hhethsr .PDiT^f kr>o«s XbrsOra-Dyv 

12prjrcexnim: lir- IPtSSErl, 1 3noulr: like xo that Ox^ctlv r**. in th^ 

?&&e. xyf f^cD.ooCI ^SnsnSMIK sacsy mspatorrn he f ^ vorkxn Tor thh 

ri.ua darts due ?CIs T G5I?. Ts^rrs mnjioscitil^u. (Tror. othar ounj'torx •riKi'h "ruxhrs 
about in jtustrit: tcrve rsoeaxedly xo attention ^ thb3fe 

od>5rtate drtb ins ar^ua±rrteriDe tiitb Dr, JTtrrt^ VFSSVX2'.> vfto sjOof^b'ly i^ 
adiye Tor xhe itussian or ihxn^ariiaa int^llir^Tvcfc hOTVihes Cotx^iTnlhg 
a f^>od deal ±s x^szu5 but 1 :oer4aiiaIlIty dr ivot be2 it" ve that 0FC*2ARKK> 'V^b hs^ 

Ow:lowd XIKSSEU' in* iris inteili^eiice group -src xlliegodly still ^rtpldx^s hii\^ 
tow aoj r tfcSiiE about lESStiy^ It could rossibir be ’expl^irod by «i 
}pvt mature on .the part of OKCSaESX as in the oase of ^oh 

Of bis colleague Professor tort Uhls yo\»*£er JO-'OTl is ft Cbwn'vmi'st 

tfeil >jr fiont Stop Sitss ard in Poest and is reported to 0W71)-TK 
tion tbroagh bis father concerning this business^ ^The sohior WOLl ftPj^ftVb 
to b€ ahsolately reliable but apparently cannot,, for obviortfc ivasoriSi 
o^>arate. btoself from his son.) 

•The second najae , -rfiit* ^v-vc^s interesting in an inteULto^ri^p Mnhectlbh 
Is that of the forrer SB Cbersturmhahnfuehrnr Jo?«f 10\JUK\ Concern ibR thlft 
mjpji.P^OER had astounain^ly rood inform*.* tion^ He tolu ~e two ynifs r.f>0 thwt 
LJRO/JI Ka 6 an agent of the ^nerican, British and >ty>nch into! 1 li-r^rtctt SOl'vicO^ 
as well as of the intelligence service of the Austrian Stale Polled; but 
that this had not hindered hin from becoming inte.VM gonce chief of .thft 
•• Noo-^Iazi group of SOUCEK* . A renark of PCXiwEl^s mAde a lonf: tl^n aqO mndt^ i!; 
appear to me at tfiat tine that URBAN also had connections with the Inrnftli 





